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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]
Analyzing the Declaration of Independence

	TEACHER NAME
Cindy Wolfe
	PROGRAM NAME
Delaware Area Career Center

	
	[Unit Title]
Key Documents of the American Revolution

	NRS EFL(s)
3 – 6 
	TIME FRAME
180 minutes 

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	W.2.2
W.3.2


	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.1.1
S.3.2

S.3.3


	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.3.3
R.3.5

R.4.1

R.4.2

R.5.1

R.5.2
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.2.4

	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.4.5

R.5.5


	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	L.3.4
L.4.4

L.3.6

L.4.5



	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	R.3.14

	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center (TRC).

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)
· Read and understand the Declaration of Independence.
· Site the significance of the Declaration of Independence in United States history.
· Describe in their own words new content vocabulary.
Match new content vocabulary terms to their correct definitions.
· Summarize in writing the important points from the Declaration of Independence.
· Identify and explain in a class discussion the consequences of drafting and supporting the Declaration of Independence for signers and colonists.
· Identify reasons why people supported or didn’t support the Declaration of Independence, construct a persuasive argument to support you point of view.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS
· Entrance ticket/check for understanding.
· Student participation in whole class discussions.
· Student summary sentences on summary organizers.
· Teacher observation.
· Exit ticket/check for understanding.
· Persuasive essay.
· Extension activity (if assigned).


	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
· Historical tensions between the American colonies and England.

· The influence of King George and Parliament in the colonies and on colonial life.

· The Boston Tea Party, the Boston Massacre, and the significance of the phrase “Taxation without Representation.”



	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Show Too Late to Apologize video 
2. Whole class discussion
a. What did the video represent?

b. What did the video mean?

c. Did you recognize any famous person in the video?

3. Have each student complete a KWL chart for the Declaration of Independence. 
4. Give each student an abridged copy of the Declaration of Independence and ask them to read it silently to themselves.

5. Once students have finished reading, read the text aloud to students. Ask students to follow along.

6. Explicit Instruction: Analyzing the Declaration of Independence
a. Explain that students will be analyzing the first part of the text as a class and learning how to do in-depth analysis for themselves. Important techniques for students to recognize include chunking text, circling unfamiliar vocabulary, and using context clues to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary.
b. I DO:

i. Give each student a copy of Summary Organizer 1.
ii. Project Summary Organizer 1 for students to see.

iii. Explain that the objective is to select key words from the first section and use those words to create a summary sentence that demonstrates understanding of the main point(s) of the first section.

iv. Read the first section aloud for the class.

v. Use a think aloud to model the process for selecting 10 key words. Provide students with dictionaries to look up unfamiliar vocabulary. Write the words in the box to the right of the text. Have students copy the words onto their graphic organizer.

vi. Explain to the class the next step is to draft a summary sentence using as many of those 10 key words as possible. Use a think aloud to model this process. Have students copy the summary sentence onto their graphic organizer.

vii. Explain to the class that the final step is to write a summary sentence in your own words. Use a think aloud to model this process. Have students copy the sentence onto their graphic organizer.

c. WE DO

i. Give each student a copy of Summary Organizer 2.
ii. Project Summary Organizer 2 for students to see.

iii. Read the second section aloud for the class.

iv. Ask students to participate in selecting 10 key words. Provide students with dictionaries to look up unfamiliar vocabulary. Write student suggestions on the board. If more than 10, facilitate class discussion to narrow the list to 10. Have students copy the words onto their graphic organizer.

v. Ask students to participate in drafting a summary sentence using as many of those 10 key words as possible. Write student suggestions on the board, modeling the drafting and revising process. Have students copy the summary sentence onto their graphic organizer.

vi. Explain to the class that the final step is to write a summary sentence in their own words. Have students share their summary sentences.
d. YOU DO:

i. Give each student a copy of Summary Organizer 3.
ii. With a partner, have students identify key words, draft a summary sentence, write a summary sentence in their own words. Provide students with dictionaries to look up unfamiliar vocabulary.
iii. Ask students to share out with the class.

iv. Give each student a copy of Summary Organizer 4 and repeat process.

7. Whole class review

a. Ask students to provide examples of summary sentences for sections 1-4 to summarize the meaning of the Declaration of Independence.

8. Whole class discussion: Signers of the Declaration of Independence
a. Show the John Adams – the Declaration of Independence video (5:54 minutes)
b. Check for understanding: Think-Ink-Pair-Share

i. Think: what are the potential consequences of creating the Declaration of Independence for the colonists and the signers?

ii. Ink: have students write 3 potential consequences.

iii. Pair: have students pair up and share the potential consequences.
iv. Share: ask students to share potential consequences with the class.

c. Discuss who signed the Declaration of Independence
9. Exit ticket/check for understanding
a. Have students complete the KWL chart and collect.

10. Homework

a. Have students draft a persuasive essay convincing colonists why or why not they should adopt the Declaration of Independence.
11. Extended activity

a. Give students the list of the signers and have each student research one signer and report to the class on who he was and how he faired through the American Revolution.
	RESOURCES

Internet access

Projector, ability to project 
Speakers

Too Late To Apologize A Declaration With Lyrics. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_56cZGRMx4
Student copies of KWL Chart [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/printouts/KWL%20Chart.pdf
Must register at The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History for access to resources. Registration is easy and access is free.

Student copies of :

· Declaration of Independence, abridged

· Summary Organizer #1

· Summary organizer #2

· Summary Organizer #3

· Summary Organizer #4
Bailey, T. (n.d.). The Declaration of Independence. Retrieved from https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/road-revolution/resources/declaration-independence
Dictionaries for student use
John Adams - Declaration of Independence. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrvpZxMfKaU 


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Provide scripts to videos.
· Provide audio/read aloud the abridged version of the Declaration of Independence and sections 1-4 of the summary organizers.

· Allow students to work individually, in pairs, or in small groups.

· Use Rewordify to simplify Declaration of Independence excerpts.



	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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